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The Afghan President, 
Hamid Karzai, has recently 
appointed a new governor 
in Kandahar, in what is 
being seen as an attempt to 
assert his authority • in 
southern Afghanistan 


Aug 19—A spokesman for Afghanistan had good 
the provincial government relations with the Pakistani 
of Kandahar in southern Government, Islamist 

Afghanistan has said political parties in Pakistan 
Islamist parties in Pakistan had always openly 
are providing financial help supported the Taliban, and 
to the Taliban, funding they were continuing to 
attacks in the area provide funds and moral 

support now. 

The Kandahar Government 

spokesman, Khaled Islamist parties are in 

Pushtun. said some of power in both of the 
Afghanistan's neighbors Pakistani provinces which 
were supplying Taliban border Afghanistan 

insurgents with money to 

, , . Mr Pushtun said that a 

carry out attacks aimed at 

, , ... . , minority of Afghans in the 

destabilizing the region J 

south still favor the Taliban 
Mr Pushtun was speaking and outsiders were taking 
amidst calls for greater advantage of this to 
measures in the promote anti-government 
border areas between the activity on the Afghan side 
two countries following of the border 
another attack on an 

. r ~ He said there should be 

Afghan Government post 

, more international pressure 

by suspected Taliban. 


who went to Iraq... to 
help the Iraqi people," 
he said in a statement. 


Aug 20—Rescuers in 
Baghdad are searching at 
night for survivors of a 
bomb blast which 
devastated the Iraq 
headquarters of the United 
Nations, killing at least 17 
people, including top UN 
envoy Sergio Vieira de 
Mello. 


Mello's office when the Wednesday, 

device went off at about 

1640 (1240GMT). The dead a,s0 included 

the Iraq coordinator for 

The 55-year-old Brazilian the UN children's fund 

diplomat died after being Unicef and several 

trapped under rubble for World Bank staff. 

several hours. I 

It is believed to be the I 

UN Secretary General most devastating attack 

Kofi Annan condemned on a UN civilian 

the attack as a "crime not complex in the body’s i 

only against the United 58-year-old history. 

Nations but against Iraq 

At UN headquarters in 
New York, all the 
national flags ringing 
the entrance were taken 
down and the UN flag 
flew' at half-mast. 


The news has been broadly 
welcomed, although some 
tribal leaders are annoyed 
at the decision to remove 
Gul Agha Sherzai as 
governor Mr Sherzai was a 
supporter of Afghanistan’s 
former King Zahir Shah 


More than 100 people 
were injured in the blast, 
which brought down three 
floors of the concrete 
building as a UN press 
conference on mine 
clearance was being held. 


Many people are believed 
to be still trapped in the 
rubble. 


security 


some 


The US military said the 
blast was caused by a 
bomb in a cement truck 
and was possibly a suicide 
attack. The truck was 
parked just outside de 


"Nothing can excuse this 
act of unprovoked and 
murderous violence 

against men and women 


elections 


Aug 19—An explosion has Province on Mondav, a Kandahar is the traditio 1 
ripped through the home of regional military home ot the Karzai fami 

the younger brother of commander said Anti- as well as the former pov 
Afghan President Hamid government insurgents, base ot the I aleban, w 
Karzai in the southern city many believed to be were ousted by US- 
of Kandahar members of Afghanistan’s forces in 2001 

former Taliban regime, 

Ahmed Wali Karzai was have been stepping up Mr Karzai’s brother has 
not hurt in the blast, which attacks in the south and east official function, and 1 

he said had been caused by in recent months. left his home moine 

explosives detonating before the explosf 

accidentally One person On Monday, three reports say. 
was injured in the government soldiers were 

explosion, , which sent killed in an attack in the Hamid Karzai escaped 
clouds of black smoke south-eastern province of assassination attempt 
billowing- into the sky Paktika. Kandahar last September 

Meanwhile, suspected 

Taliban fighters have killed The deaths followed a At the weekend he replai 
at least seven policemen battle in the same area on the governor ot Kanda 
south of the capital, Kabul •Sunday, in which more than in an attempt to reduce 
The attack took place in 20 people were killed power of the regie 

Kharwar district of Lowgar warlords 


Aug 18—KABUL (Reuters) "The size of Taliban force. I am attacks here." he said 
About 200 Taliban told, was about 200 and they all "Pakistan s border militia see 

fighters attacked a district fled to Pakistan." Khan said of these people moving back and 

headquarters in southeastern Tcrwah raid forth, but do not stop them " 

Afghanistan and killed three Relations between 

government soldiers, a day The attack was the latest in a Afghanistan and Pakistan 

after militants killed six spate of violence that has swept have soured in recent months 

troops in same area, police the countrv in the past week, over accusations b> Kabul 

said on Mondav fueling concern about an that Pakistan is-allowing, and 

increasingly bold and resurgent in some cases even aiding, the 

They also kidnapped four Taliban movement operating Taliban and other groups to 

soldiers in the attack in from the porous border region launch attacks on Afghan soil 

Tcrwah district in the with Pakistan 

province of Paktika late on Pakistan, which was the main 

Sunday, provincial police Last week was one of the backer of the Taliban 

chief Dawlat Khan told bloodiest weeks in Afghanistan government until the 

Reuters. since the Taliban was September II, 2001. attacks 

overthrown in late 2001 by a on the United States, denies 

"They burned down the U S.-led military coalition, the accusations and says it is 

building completely." Khan doing all it can to assist the 

said by satellite phone from At least 65 people were killed U.S.-led "war on terror" 

Paktika. "They apparently last Tuesday and Wednesday in 

killed three soldiers and a series of incidents, including a The latest violence has 

took four others with them." bomb on a passenger bus, a triggered renewed calls for 

factional clash. fighting NATO, which took command 
Tcrwah is close to Barmal between government and of Kabul peacekeeping 
district, where officials said Taliban guerrillas and an operations last Monday, to 

scores of suspected Taliban ambush on a local aid group, expand its operations to the 

guerrillas killed at least six lawless provinces 

police troopers on Saturday Khan said he believed the raids As well as the 5.000-strong 

before escaping into in Paktika were all organized in NATO-led peacekeeping 

neighboring Pakistan Pakistan and could not have operation in Kabul, a 12,500- 

bcen carried out without the strong U.S.-led coalition is 

Officials estimate that 16 support of Pakistani border, hunting remnants of the 

Taliban guerrillas were forces. Taliban and the allied al 

killed in the attack on "Thev regularly organize there Qaeda network, mainly in the 
Barmal* and then come to carrv out east and the southeast. 


those Mojadidi said. "There is no 


ers) - I aliban Kabul were among 1 
rc killed 10 killed in an ambush on uuuul 

including a Monday , Logar s military behind 

:e chief, taking commander Fazlullah 

a more than 90 Mojadidi told Reuters. News < 
Afghanistan's police 

cs since U S - He said the police chief had "orkin 
verthrew their been returning from a funeral a S enc > 
eginie in 2001 for two family members of a bund 
police officer who were killed Talibai 
police chief of in a rocket attack blamed on norther 
e. and several the Taliban Sharif 

police officers "They were in their cars when suc b 

,ince south of the incident happened." " cc ks 
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Aug I8--DUBA1 (Reuters) - 
Al Arabiya television aired 
on Monday an audio tape it 
said was from an al Qaida 
spokesman saying Osama 
bin Laden and Taliban chief 
Mullah Omar were alive 
and urging Muslims to fight 
a holy war against U S. 
troops in Iraq 

The Arabic television 
channel attributed the 
recording to Afghan-based 
al Qaida official Abdel 
Rahman al-Najdi, who it 
said was on a U S. list of 
wanted al Qaida members 

"I would like to bring the 
good tidings to Muslims 
everywhere that Sheikh 
Osama bin Laden is well, 
very well and that Mullah 
Omar is also alive," the 
\oice on the recording said, 
referring respectively to the 
al Qaida chief and Taliban 
leader who was ousted tin a 
2001 U S -led war in 
Afghanistan 

A U S Federal Bureau of 
Investigation official said 
Abdel Rahman al-Najdi was 
not on their list of most 
wanted 

I But a U S. official, who 

I declined to be identified, 

' said Najdi was known to 
US. authorities and 
described him as a 
propagandist trying to 
"boost morale" among 
members of al Qaida 


"He is someone were 
certainly aware of," said the 
official. "He is prone to 
making outrageous 

statements, including 

wildly overstating al Qaida 
capabilities and successes. 
This is clearly an attempt to 
boost morale among al 
Qaida rank and file" 

The tape praised and urged 
Muslims to continue their 
resistance against US 
troops in Iraq, saying: "The 
Americans are begging the 
world to stand by their side 
in Iraq 


"I would 

congratulate 

Iraq for 

struggle 

occupation, 

support and 

continue," 


also like to 
our brothers in 
their valiant 
against the 
which we 
urge them to 
it added 


The U S administrator in 
Iraq, Paul Bremer, said he 
wa6 not surprised that • al 
Qaida would issue such 
calls, but added he was 
waiting for verification of 
the authenticity of the tape 

"I don t have any reaction 
to these tapes until I see a 
chance from our 
intelligence agencies to 
analyze the tapes and tell us 
what they make of their 
authenticity," he said 
"We should not be too 
surprised if al Qaida should 


call on the people ot Iraq to 
rise up We have had a 
terrorist threat here We 
have terrorists operating 
here. We even have some al 
Qaida here," he told CNN 
on Monday 

The speaker on the tape, 
which was aired on Sunday 
and rebroadcast on 
Monday, called on Iraqis to 
remain steadfast in their 
struggle against occupying 
forces in Iraq 

"To our brothers in struggle 
in Iraq The whole world 
has witnessed the collapse 
of the regime in Iraq and 
your steadfastness and 
victory against the invading 
U S and British troops 

"The group of believers 
carrying Jihad in the name 
of God planted fear and 
terror in the hearts of the 
Americans, who have 
violated all international 
laws and human 
conventions " 

Saudi-born bin Laden and 
Mullah Omar have been at 
large since the U S -led war 
in Afghanistan 

Bin Laden and his deputies 
made several video 
appearances in 2001 An 
audio tape purportedlv 
made by the Qaida leader 
was broadcast on an 
Islamist Web site in 
February 2003 



Aug 18—KABUL (AFP) 
Afghanistan is 
considering building its 
first railway in a bid to 
redirect Central Asian 
transit trade to Pakistan 
and South Asia, Finance 
Minister Ashraf Ghani 
said , on Sunday. 

"Pakistan and 

Afghanistan fully see 
eye-to-eye on the 
importance of deepening 
of economic ties and in 
particular we are both 
keen that the Central 
Asian trade is redirected 
through Afghanistan to 
Pakistan and Iran," he 
told reporters after a visit 
to Pakistan and Saudi 
Arabia. 


two-way trade between 
Central and South Asia. 


"Uzbekistan s 


cotton 


alone could become a 
significant item of trade 
between Pakistan and 
Uzbekistan and of course 
it would be passing 
through Afghanistan." he 
said. "As a result of this 
we have agreed to veiy 
quickly undertake a study 
of the feasibility of a 
railway from Chaman to 
Kandahar and also from 
Torkham to Jalalabad," 
he said. Afghan railways 
to the border towns of 
Torkham and Chaman 
would link up with the 
Pakistani rail network. 

The work would be 


Ghani said landlocked undertaken with the 


Afghanistan had a major 
opportunity to provide 


cooperation of the Asian 
Development Bank. 


which has been funding 
development of major 
road networks in 
Afghanistan and Central 
Asia. Ghani said he had 
also discussed the 
question of Indian 
participation in oil and 
gas pipelines from 
Central Asia to South 
Asia during his Pakistan 


"We are firm believers in 
open trading regimes 
between South Asia and 
Central Asia and feel that 
an open trading regime is 
to the benefit of all and 
we very much hope that 
the difficulties between 
Pakistan and India can be 
ironed out. "Particularly 
we would be delighted 
for India to participate in 
the oil and gas pipeline 
project." he said. 


Saddam Deputy Captured 


Aug 19—The former Iraqi 
vice-president known as 
"Saddam's knuckles" has 
been captured by Kurdish 
fighters in Iraq 

Taha Yassin Ramadan was 
seized in the northern city 
of Mosul on Monday and 
has now been handed over 
to the US Army. 

Mr Ramadan had been on. 
America's "most wanted" 
list of Iraqi officials and is 
accused of a role in the 
repression of Iraqi Kurds as 
well as Shia Muslims US 
President George W Bush 


welcomed the news of the 
capture, Reuters news 
agency reports. "I'm really 
pleased that we've captured 
the vice president. Slowly 
but surely we’ll find who 
we need to find," he told 
reporters at his ranch in 
Texas 

The BBC's Susannah Price 
says the capture could 
provide the coalition with 
new information about the 
ousted regime and Saddam 
Hussein himself, who is 
believed by some to have 
survived the war "He was 
detained in Mosul as a 


result of co-operation 
between the political parties 
and residents," Adel 
Murad, a spokesman for the 
Patriotic Union of 
Kurdistan (PUK), told 
Reuters news agend^ in 
Baghdad Diane Perry, a 
spokeswoman for the 
Pentagon, confirmed that 
Mr Ramadan ‘ had been 
turned over to the US Army 
on Tuesday. According to 
unconfirmed reports, Mr 
Ramadan was dressed as a 
peasant at the time of his 
capture, and had been 
living among relatives or 
friends. 


Aug 19—Gulf Daily News - 
Afghanistan’s economy 
grew by more than 30 per 
cent last year, presidential 
spokesman Jawed Ludin 
said yesterday following a 
cabinet meeting. 

The World Bank had 
tentatively estimated last 
year's growth at 10 per 
cent, although it cited a lack 
of data 

"But some new estimates 
that have emerged, 
includinu those from our 


own sources from the 
ministry of finance and 
from the (central) 
Afghanistan Bank and 
others say that is probably 
an underestimation," Ludin 
said 

"The growth rate in 
Afghanistan is probably 
over 30pc," he said, 
describing it as "very 
positive This is not so 
much due to the aid 
money which is coming in 
to Afghanistan, this 
depends to a large extent on 


the economic mobility, 
economic creativity that is 
taking place within 
Afghanistan," he said 
"The return of refugees, the 
end of the drought and the 
beginning of the harvest m 
Afghanistan and basically the 
general economic activity that 
we sec in the country account 
for this growth rate, this very 
positive growth rate." Ludin 
said reconstruction work was 
picking up with some som^ 
major national projects 
now coming to fruition. 




Iftr 



People say: 

Many people are 
usurping land and houses 
of poor and week 
Afghans and the Afghan 
government in many 
parts of the Kabul city. 
These usurpers have 
military uniform on and 
have power that no one 
can stop them from this 
illegal act. 

People say: 

The Kabul city is 
obviously sinking in 
pollutions and a bad 
smell is felt in many parts 
of the city. On the other 
hand, the Kabul 
Television is praising the 
Kabul Municipality and 
claim that there is no 
problem in the city and 
that the city is clean 
enough. It seems that the 
Kabul Municipality and 
the Kabul TV have secret 
deal with each other. 


People say: 

As the disarmament 
program and collection of 
weapons have started 
sometimes ago, the 
program of distributing 
weapons has begun 
similarly at the districts 
around the Kabul city. 
Do they distribute the 
weapons to be sold back 
to the Afghan 
government or they feel 
insecure and are doing all 
this to be safe in the 
future? 

People say: 

It is not obvious that who 
is responsible in this 
Transitional Government 
to control the price rate 
for medicines in the 
Kabul city. The 
medicine's rates have 
increased dishonestly and 
there are many kinds of 
fabricated medicines in 


many stores in the Kabul 
city-, but the Public 
Health Ministry have not 
taken any action to 
prevent this illegal 

business for the last one 
and half years. In 
addition, they act as the 
stopping all this is not 
there duty or 

responsibility. 

People say: 

Ticket sellers in the 
Millie Buses charge 
passenger two afghanis 
instead of one. At the 
same time the taxi drivers 
have also joined the 
competition and have 
rose the rates and charge 
the passengers as much 
they want. That is 
because they all know 
that there is no one to ask 
them or charge them. It 
looks that The 
Transportation Ministry 
is not aware of all this. 
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